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This Big Eleven-Year-Old Girl Pays No Luxury Tax
Because Some Stores Decide That a Girl Is Not a
“Miss” Until She Is Twelve. The Law Taxes
“Misses” Underwear, Etc., but Not Girls’

HE clumsy new tax law which was
rushed throuzh
Congress turns out to contain many

inconsistencies and pufzz'.c-s which nobody
A “luxury tax” js
long list of articles of “men's,
misses’ and boys™ "
sajid about
stockings and
because nothing
the new law.
But when is a girl a zirl?
When does a girl become ;
There is no authority
“<@ictionary fixing the time
“the girl ends and the miss heg
Some shopkeepers say that
to be a “miss"” when she is six vears old
Next door vou find a
that a girl

Can answer.

place when

a girl begins

*+Association,
: .years old. With all this variation o
ions, shoppers have begun to go shopping

- +for children’s clothes
--glare g girl 1o be a girl until she is twelve
vears old or more
Are corsets underwear?

question of national importance with many
eomplications.
Association
to do about

The National

underwear
-osting over $6 must pay a tax
underwear?
wholesalers
that a corset is underwear
hat a corset is worn under the outer cloth
thing does not make the corset underwear
If you put an overcoat or a wrap over vour
‘dresg suit or evening gown, does
wlers =Uil or evening gown become “under
Some gtores are
luxury tax on corsets and others are not
women who
sgueezed oul of the iax
_lake the case into the courts.
. .But there is another side to this corset
_“J'puulp, The law very particularly states
that the 1ax on boots, shoes and so forth
to specially made

manufacturers,

The mere fact

have been
have agreed tn

be applied

N

-

But This

shoes. or appliances
for t‘ﬂ'ppl{»s or per-
sons with deformed
feet Now the cor-
et = made, Ilike
shoes, on standard
measurements.  But
very few women =x-
actly fit the
ard measurements
The result is that
bundreds of
sands of
have
ally made to fit their particular figures
or altered to fit them

If the stlandard, corsel doez mnot ft the
figure of the purchager. ‘hen, theoretically
the purchaser has not a standard figure
If she cannot wear the standard shape
then her figure iz technically deformed.
Therefore, these women who must pay for
made corsets or having
altered to fit them ought to be freed from
tax on corsets on the same line of
reasoning as with deformed fee!
or ankles escape the tax on specially fitled

stand

thou-
WO

corsets speci

specially corsets

any
pErsons

shoes. But even this i= a very unpleas-
ant door of escape from the cors=et tax.
No woman likes to put in a claim that
her figure is deformed

And when is a boy not a boy?

There iz nothing in the law taxing
habies or infanis’' wearing appa 1. The

that boots, underclothes
nd =0 forth zhall be taxed under certain
But nothing in the

law  providing the

IW Eays boys’

conditions there is
taxes for
['p to the age of a year
and girl babies
Did the muddle-
who wrote the law
intend gallant thing and inten-
tionally soak the boy baby for his clothes
relieve the dear little girl baby from
burden? There is little evidence
elsewhere in the law of any such courtesy
toward the feminine sex

So the shopkeeperz, aided by the moth.
ers of babies, have decided to correct the
careless sjupidity of the people who wrote
This is how it is done:

Boy babies and girl babies are not really
boys or girl. They are infants and "wear
interchangeable clothes—yon cafi't tell
‘rom the clothes of an infant whether it
is a boy or a pirl. BSo until the infants
hecome old enough so that thelr clothes
make it apparent that the infant s a boy
a tax on “boys” should not apply. There
is nothing in the law about ta infants.
A boy is an infant and not a boy antll he
wears boy’'s clothes. Therefors, p boy s
not a boy until he wears the &l of &
boy. The tax collector hag Bo right to
pursue his investigation beyond the face

any same

irticles for girls

or two boyv babies wear

st the same clothes,

beaded experts tax

to do the

the tax

the law

of the returns, as the politielan it
But that is not all about law
save that men's shirts must taxed and

$innYear-Old Must Pay
a ‘ljmufr ax 1t Boots, Shoes,

Years or

R

of the New

-

“_//‘- {

c., at Shops
e That a \

“Miss”

boys, shirts need not
be taxed—but what
i=r a boyv's shirt?
There is nothing in
the style, textile,
weave, collar, pat-
tern, design or shape
1o distinguigh a boy's

shirt from & man's
shirt. What then de-
cides whether a

man’s shirt lying on
the

boyv's
man’s shirt? ,f a boy
walks in and buys
the shirt, it would be
fair to assume that
it is a boy's shirt
But suppose the boy

counter is a
shirt or a

When ir a Orid Vot a Gurd' ¢

“Underwear, Is a Small Sized Man Not a Man.
Are Eye-classes Jewelry, Is.a Male

 Infant NOT a Boy?--
Some of the Impossible Puzzles

Luxury
Tax Law

Is This a Boy

|

thirty-three
this piece of “jewelry.”
But if a colloge profes
sor or a doctor has a

cenis on

very Inferior pair of
eves and require-s com-
plivated lenses thal
cogl, =ay. 210 a pair,

hig complete eveslass-
e8. with the plated tip,

is buving the =hirt
for his father, an
mder-gize man. Then

ig it a bov's shirt or
a man's shirt? Here,
then, the same chirt
mayv be ejther a Ley's
ghirt or a man's
shirt—the same shirt
may be taxable and
not taxable!

And suppose father, a smallsized man,
zoes in any buys a8 dosen shirts and says
they are for hi= boy. What iz the tax col
lector golng to do about 1t*

Some shops have arbitrarily =aid that a
<hirt below the of 13% collar i= a
boy's shirt. - Arything bigger than a 13%
size 18 a man's ghirt. DBy (his arbitrary
ruling, small men can walk in boldly and
buy boya' shirtz and cet with
But unlesz vour big. huskyv-framed
can wear boys' shirts they become men
and are puniched accordingly. So the wise
people who wrote this clanse into the
have produced all =oriz of confuxion, hard
feeling and worde which
print in this colamn

It = a misfortune, of course. 1o have 10
wear eyeglassex. The tax law has
been go ingenjously devired tha! the warse
your eyes are the heaviar the lax vou pay
This thoughtful arrangement comes about
in this way-

Under the careless, loose way of laxing
Jewelry, anything with a Nttle piece of
precious metal on it becomes “jewelry.”
The law does not know that there is any
difference between a diamond set in gold
or a dollar umbrella with a little piece of
gliver-plated metal on It or & pair of eye-
glasses with a gold-plated tip—they are
hoth “jewalry.”

8o eyeglasses with the customary gold
clip become Jewelry and must be taxed §
per cent or the price. A man with only

size

awny
Duye

law

are not fit 1o

new

moderately poor eyesight can get a palr
of lenses for about 84, a gold-plated clip
for about $2.60, which means a tax of

Copyright, 1919, by Star Company
pe 4

This Is John Thomas Trund-
ley, Seven Years Old, Who
: ears a Fifteen Collar.
cause This Child Has a Fat
Neck He Becomes a Man in
the Eye of the Law and Must
Pay a Tax on Shirts.

Shirts Pay No Tax.

will cost £12.50 anu his
tex will be elghtythree
rents. Thus with rare
intelligence, the f[fram
ers of the tax law have
mannaged i1 80 that the
man with the very serl
ous deferct in bis vizlon
pays nearly three limes
ag much for the privi
‘lewslry” as

Be-

Boy»’

legs of wearing this =ort of

the man who has very liftle the matter
with his pyes,

But that {8 not quite all. If fou ke 10
wear the big horn-risimed zlazses. they
qre nol listed =x “Jewelry’ Since rellu
lofd rims contaln no preciows metal they
are no! fewelry, and therefore escape the

tax. But not everyhody likes to wear the

utentalions horsebl!inders which you can

the sireet It vou do not like

G BrniEx

these monstrosities you must pay the Gov
rnmen! for exercising sour superior taste
In wearing the iwvizsible, inrimmed eve-
glasses

The Internal Revenue people who vcollact
the taxes have made rules and expluna
iofda, but, of course, what they =ay is sub
fect 1o finndl declzion by the courts So
they have ordered taxes collected on vor
spis, decinring that underwear i= “apv gar
ment worn under the outer dress, sul a -
undershirts.  drawer panis bloomers,

ights., camisoles, corsels, cor

rad&ieres,

union suits,

gel-cnvers, chemizes and

veats ™ Rot this ruling also adds that this

li=t “is by no means intended to be ex
hanstive,”
Are porons plasters, abdominal belts,

ete., also “underwear”? The revenue col-
lectors are on record as ruling that live
gnails are “wild animals in captivity” and
frogs' legs must be taxed as “poultry.”
What is a lounging robe? A man's
breakfast coat I8 a lounging robe. accord-
ng to the Treasury Departmeni's defini

tion, but so are also boudoir gowns and
Heserved

Great Britain Rights

T Bt This Chlld T » Doy, mm._r- =
AK. u
of Wearing Apparel ;:yl.?‘v:*- & ax.

teacoats. You may buy any of these tax-
free so long as you do not pay more than
8750 for the garment. But if the material
i fur or most of itz value is represented
hy far trimming It is not a losaging robe
at all. In that case. it i “furs.” and as
such taxable at 10 per cent on the total
of (ts cost at the shop. Would you think
a kimono i= a lounging robe? Oh. no, it
i= not! It |= “a garment of Japanase or
peeudo-Japanese workmanship” and does
not pay any tax unless the priece is above
$15,

Going back to jewelry—your allowanoe
for an umbrella or parasol i= 84. If ¥ou
huy 8 $5 umbrella you must pay $8.10 for
it But f the umbrella 18 offiamented
with a silver band or its handle tipped
with silver, It [ then not an umbrella but
fewelry, and is assessed 5 per cent, mak-
ing the price $5.25. It does not matter
whether the silver is real or only imita
tfion. The umbrella is jewelry, just the
4ame

A hatpin with a piece of yvellow glass at
the top. imitating topaz or perhaps amber,
ivory on It is
imita-

Anvthing with
Bul. a curious exception,

is jewelry

iewel ry

lion ivorv is not jewelry., while both imi-
tation jewels and metals are.
A =ilverspanzled shawl] is jJewelry, and

grandfather's cloek! In fact, all

SO I= a

kinds of clocks as well as= watches—and
g0, likewise, are field glasses. A pleture
frame ornamented with gold. silver or

ivory is not a picture frame, but jewelry
If. however, it is adorned with merely sil-
ver leaf or zold leaf it i= a picture frame,
all right. and there is no tax unless the
wiee be above $10

In gphis confused work of defining what

evervthing we from children to
has nolt bheen ne=zlected.
A statue is only a statue when it repre-
human bpeing or animal
Put even when it s all of this it is not a
statue when it I8 a part of a building
The statues that adorn the New York Cus.
tom Housé and public and other buildings

and residences throughout the country im-
mediately pass out of the statuary class
when they are made a part of the structure

Sculptures Include avervthing that s cut
or carved by hand. A\ sun-dial is a
sculpture and so Is a paperweight, but the
rigakers of the act evidently had some

have
carpet=. art

senis a sSome

spolial idess of thelr own AbouL glass.
Cutginss, even though earved by hand. is
excepted from the senipture ax and does
not even become & aatus when |t “repre-
sents & human being or sume Anlmal -

And now ponsider the processes of rea-
sching which reguiate (he Imbibing of
soft drinks and the eating of {08 cteam. A
lemon soda from the fdueet i taxable at
the rate of one eént lor every ten cents’
worth. A lemon soda In & boltle is not
taxable at all. But it you ask the clerk
to dilute your lamon soda or other soft
drink from a bottle with a little earbonated
water from his fsucel, sirsightway it be-
comes a taxzable soft drihk. Teas, coffee.
beel tea, clam broth, clam Bisque, tomato
bisque, tomato bouillon are not soft drinks
in the minds of the legislators. Does this
mean that these old friseds Nave been
tracked down as serpebls lurking among
tlie innocent sodas and are marked for suc-
cessive executions by constititional amend-
ment?

If you buy a sandwich in a restaurant
and order a pilate of ice crexm with it the
ice cream s then part of a meal and not a
luxury. But if you get vour sandwich at
the =oda fountain and take ice c¢ream with
it It is a luxury and vou pay the tax. I
vou buy vour iec eream in a box to carry
it away, it is not a luxury., but if you buy
“cones” vou pay the tax. even though
sui. The
this re.
that

it in
you take the cuvues awas
Alice in Wonderland idea behind
miarkable differentiation
because the cones can be eaten right there
ai the fountain therefor pre-
sumed to, be eaten there the
closed package could not closed
puckage and =till be eaten on the spot.

Soft drinks and ice cream are not
uries efither at church
annual outings such as, sayv., the
"sSteenth Ward People’s Club «“wives and
I'sbies invited and the glad hand to all™)
—biit at the races, at a circus or at an
agricultural fair they become taxable lux-
uries,

And the most luxurious of all luxuries
are stilettos, daggers, dirks and brass
knuckles, which are assessed at 100 per
cent on the dealers’ price.

Nevertheless, aven here there are deli-
cate zhades of opinion, for ome can buv a
bowie knife, which is as deadly as any of
these others, with an addition of one ten
per cent of the retail cost. .

Solomon, with all his wisdom
never have been able to solve the puzzles
of the luxury tax law,

with

Fee s o e

theyv Are

whereas

remain a

Tux-
festivala or at

would

s




